Essential Fish Habitat Designation and Description for
Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery

(Source: Pacific Fishery Management Council. 1998. Final Environmental Assessment/Regulatory Impact Review
for Amendment 11 to The Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery M anagement Plan.)

EFH Designation

EFH, for the fishery management unit as awhole, is identified as the entire Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) and marine coastal waters inshore of the EEZ. For smplicity, EFH is described as seven
composite habitats. Available life history information and habitat descriptions (for each individual species
covered by the fishery management plan) will be compiled into a reference document and made available
on request. Potential nonfishing effects are identified and described, aong with recommendations and
consultation procedures. No regulations are proposed &t this time.

Composite Essential Fish Habitat | dentification

The 83 groundfish species managed by this FMP occur throughout the EEZ and occupy diverse habitats

at dl stagesin their life histories. Some species are widely dispersed during certain life stages,

particularly those with pelagic eggs and larvae; the EFH for these species/stages is correspondingly large.
On the other hand, the EFH of some species/stages may be comparatively small, such as that of adults of
many nearshore rockfishes which show strong affinities to a particular location or type of substrate. Asa
conseguence of the large number of species and their diverse habitat associations, the entire EEZ becomes
EFH when all the individual EFHs are taken together.

EFH for Pecific coast groundfish is defined as the aquatic habitat necessary to allow for groundfish
production to support long-term sustainable fisheries for groundfish and for groundfish contributionsto a
healthy ecosystem. Descriptions of groundfish fishery EFH for each of the 83 species and their life stages
result in over 400 EFH identifications. When these EFHSs are taken together, the groundfish fishery EFH
includes al waters from the mean higher high water line, and the upriver extent of saltwater intrusion in
river mouths, along the coasts of Washington, Oregon, and California seaward to the boundary of the U.S.
EEZ.

This fishery management plan (FMP) groups the various EFH descriptions into seven units called
“composite” EFHs. This approach focuses on ecological relationships among species and between the
species and their habitat, reflecting an ecosystem approach in defining EFH. Seven major habitat types
are proposed as the basis for such assemblages or “composites’. These major habitat types are readily
recognizable by those who potentialy may be required to consult about impacts to EFH, and their
distributions are relatively stationary and measurable over time and space.

The seven “composite” EFH identifications are as follows.

1 Estuarine - Those waters, substrates and associated biological communities within bays and
estuaries of the EEZ, from mean higher high water level (MHHW, which isthe high tide line) or
extent of upriver saltwater intrusion to the respective outer boundaries for each bay or estuary as
defined in 33 CFR 80.1 (Coast Guard lines of demarcation).

2. Rocky Shelf - Those waters, substrates, and associated biological communitiesliving on or within
ten meters (5.5 fathoms) overlying rocky areas, including reefs, pinnacles, boulders and cobble,
along the continental shelf, excluding canyons, from the high tide line MHHW to the shelf break
(~200 meters or 109 fathoms).



Nonrocky Shelf - Those waters, substrates, and associated biological communities living on or
within ten meters (5.5 fathoms) overlying the substrates of the continental shelf, excluding the
rocky shelf and canyon composites, from the high tide line MHHW to the shelf break (~200
meters or 109 fathoms).

Canyon - Those waters, substrates, and associated biological communities living within
submarine canyons, including the walls, beds, seafloor, and any outcrops or landdide
morphology, such as sump scarps and debris fields.

Continenta Slope/Basin - Those waters, substrates, and biological communities living on or
within 20 meters (11 fathoms) overlying the substrates of the continental lope and basin below
the shelf break (~200 meters or 109 fathoms) and extending to the westward boundary of the
EEZ.

Neritic Zone - Those waters and biological communities living in the water column more than ten
meters (5.5 fathoms) above the continental shelf.

Oceanic Zone - Those waters and biologica communities living in the water column more than
20 meters (11 fathoms) above the continental dope and abyssal plain, extending to the westward
boundary of the EEZ.



